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Historic EU rally against Orban'’s
crackdown on civil society

By RECLAIM

Brussels, 28/02/25 — Fourteen EU Member States, Norway and the European
Parliament have formally intervened in the European Commission’s lawsuit against
Hungary’s anti-NGO law, marking the largest legal mobilization against shrinking
democratic space in EU history.

Belgium, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Germany, Czech Republic, Poland, Finland, Sweden,
Denmark, Norway, Estonia, Lithuania, Ireland, Spain, and Portugal have officially
requested to join the proceedings, and two more governments are expected to back
the case when the Court of Justice of the EU (CJEU) holds its hearing.

This historic response is the result of relentless civil society advocacy. RECLAIM
developed the legal analysis that shaped the case, briefed key stakeholders, and led
the Member State campaign. Today’s legal pushback sends a clear message: Orban’s
assault on civil society will not go unchallenged.

Background

On January 6, the European Commission referred Hungary's Sovereignty Protection
Law to the Court of Justice of the European Union (CJEU). This Russia-style foreign
agents law created the Sovereignty Protection Office (SPO)—a Fidesz-controlled
agency with unchecked power to intimidate NGOs, silence independent media, and
suppress dissent. In direct retaliation for their anti-corruption investigations, the SPO
has launched punitive investigations against watchdogs Transparency International
Hungary and investigative outlet Atlatszo.

“We're being accused of treason, espionage and the like, for making an
independent newspaper. In the eyes of the government, the investigative journalist
is a political opponent. The SPO’s investigation reminds us of the communist
witch-hunt of the 1950s: there is a predetermined verdict they are trying to pass
off as an investigation”,

Tamas Bodoky, editor-in-chief and managing director of Atlatszo.

The message from Budapest is clear: repression will escalate. On February 22, during
his State of the Nation address, Orban doubled down, vowing to “wind up” independent
NGOs and media before Easter as part of a "spring cleaning.” He praised Trump'’s cuts
to USAID as “beautiful and inspiring” and labelled civil society, journalists, judges,
prosecutors, and Brussels itself as “enemies of Hungary.”



https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_4865
https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/ip_24_4865
https://www.dw.com/en/russia-tightens-undesirable-organizations-law/a-69780289
https://www.dw.com/en/russia-tightens-undesirable-organizations-law/a-69780289
https://telex.hu/english/2024/01/02/he-used-to-be-orbans-speechwriter-assisted-in-the-listing-of-soros-mercenaries-and-will-now-lead-the-office-for-sovereignty-protection
https://telex.hu/english/2024/01/02/he-used-to-be-orbans-speechwriter-assisted-in-the-listing-of-soros-mercenaries-and-will-now-lead-the-office-for-sovereignty-protection
https://transparency.hu/en/news/spo-targets-ti-hungary/
https://transparency.hu/en/news/spo-targets-ti-hungary/
https://english.atlatszo.hu/2024/06/25/the-sovereignty-protection-office-launched-an-investigation-against-atlatszo/
https://miniszterelnok.hu/en/prime-minister-viktor-orbans-state-of-the-nation-address-2025-02-22/
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This case is bigger than Hungary. Slovakia and Bulgaria are already considering similar
laws, and Georgia has already passed one.

"Orban has turned Hungary into Putin and Trump's outpost in Europe and is
copying their playbook to crush civil society. Emboldened by Trump’s cuts to
USAID, he has vowed to wipe out pro-democracy groups before Easter. This isn't
just rhetoric—it's a roadmap to dismantling democracy. The EU’s response is
clear: crushing civic freedoms won'’t go unanswered"

Esther Martinez Gonzalez, Director of RECLAIM.

The powerful reaction from EU Member States also proves that human rights are not
relics of the past; they remain the foundation of the EU. And those who trample on
them must be held accountable. Today, Europe has taken a decisive step in ensuring
that no EU leader can silence civil society and democracy unchecked.

But the fight is far from over: Orban’s crackdown won’t wait for a court ruling. And
neither should the EU.

“Waiting years for a court ruling is not an option. The Commission must act now
and request interim measures to suspend the law before Hungary’s civil society is
dismantled. Our colleagues in Hungary depend on it.”

Alejandro Menéndez Fernandez, Legal Advisor of RECLAIM.

Full RECLAIM legal and policy briefings about the Hungarian “Sovereignty Protection”
law can be found on:
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https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/slovakia-pushes-for-new-law-on-ngos-critics-fear-hungary-like-restrictions/
https://www.euractiv.com/section/politics/news/bulgarian-revival-mps-table-bill-for-russia-style-foreign-agents-law/
https://www.politico.eu/article/georgia-foreign-agent-bill-becomes-law-international-outcry-european-union/
https://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.reclaiming.eu/_files/ugd/e038c6_c06541aa807540479640bd84ccdfc497.pdf?index=true
https://chrome-extension/efaidnbmnnnibpcajpcglclefindmkaj/https:/www.reclaiming.eu/_files/ugd/e038c6_8aefa65d66a44d9f883a1f873d3af09d.pdf?index=true
Reclaiming.eu/spo
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About RECLAIM:

RECLAIM is a Brussels-based NGO dedicated to defending civic space, the rule of law,
and human rights across the EU. Through strategic litigation, advocacy, and coalition-
building, RECLAIM ensures that European governments uphold their commitments to

fundamental rights. For more information, visit www.reclaiming.eu.

Contacts:
For any inquiry, including requests for interviews, please contact

e Esther Martinez Gonzalez, RECLAIM's Director: +32 488 29 89 26 -
esther.martinez@reclaiming.eu (EN, CAT, ES)

e Alejandro Menéndez Fernandez, RECLAIM's Legal Advisor: +32 471 24 74 06 -
alejandro.menendez(@reclaiming.eu (EN, ES)

e Ane Sommer Knudsen, RECLAIM'’s Board, + 4529 24 0597 (EN, DK)
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