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On March 18 2025, Hungary became the first country in the democratic world to ban ,
Pride marches, further evidence of its drift away from EU values. It is the latest step

in a steady rollback of rights: from stripping trans people of legal gender recognition
or restricting LGBTIQ+ adoption, to censoring books and films with LGBTIQ+ content.
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Borrowed straight from Viadimir Putin’s playbook, this law imports Russia-style J
repression into the heart of the EU. This factsheet breaks down what is in the law,
and the urgent steps EU institutions must take in response.

The Pride Ban Law (Act Il of 2025 amending Act LV of 2018 on the amendment of Act LV of 2018 on the
right of assembly, relating to the protection of children, and related laws) creates a new administrative
offence for organising or attending an assembly that “propagates or portrays divergence from self-
identity corresponding to sex at birth, sex change or homosexuality,” as defined in Section 6/A of the
“Child Protection Act” (i.e. one of the five laws making up the 2021 Anti-LGBT Propaganda Law - see our
dedicated factsheet).

It also authorises the use of facial recognition technology to identify and prosecute organisers and
participants, and obliges the police to ban any assembly that violates the “anti-LGBT propaganda” Law.

IN PRACTICE
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HUNGARY CONSTITUTIONALISES DISCRIMINATION AGAINST LGBTIQ+ PEOPLE

On 14 April 2025, Hungary amended its Fundamental Law (Constitution) to entrench discrimination
against LGBTIQ+ people:

¢ It empowers the state to restrict fundamental rights under the pretext of “protecting” children;
together with the “anti-LGBT propaganda law”, this results in protest bans, speech censorship,
and erasure of LGBTIQ+ people from public life.

¢ It redefined gender as sex at birth, leading to the removal of the protections based on gender
identity in Hungary’'s Equal Treatment Act, leaving transgender people without legal recourse
against discrimination.


https://e038c6a4-24a2-4083-adc4-424355961a5a.usrfiles.com/ugd/e038c6_1a4949adfea74d918908a40d257daf01.pdf
https://en.hatter.hu/sites/default/files/dokumentum/kiadvany/aihu-hatter-hclu-hhc-pride-03202025.pdf

,’ EU LAW VIOLATIONS

Free Movement of Pride events drive cross-border economic activity, involving services like media, security, catering,
Services and entertainment, which are now hindered, in violation of Art. 56 TFEU

The use of facial recognition technology violates EU data protection rules:

Privacy and - GDPR (admin. offences): unlawfully processes protected sensitive data (Arts 6 & 9).

data protection rights - LED (criminal offences): since facial recognition is only permissible when strictly necessary for
prosecuting serious crimes, which is not the case.

EU Charter of The law breaches several CFREU rights, including: rights to human dignity (Art. 1) and non-
Fundamental Right discrimination (Art. 21), freedoms of expression (Art. 11) and of assembly and association (Art. 12).

The fundamental rights breached flesh out Art. 2 TEU values like democracy, equality, and human
dignity. According to Art. 10 TEU, EU citizens have the right to participate in democratic life. The
Pride ban breaches the rights underpinning those values in a serious and systematic way.
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LGBTIQ+ RIGHTS BACKSLIDING UNDER ORBAN
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CITIZENS MARCH WHILE THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION REFUSES TO ACT

Despite the ban, hundreds of thousands marched at Budapest Pride in June 2025. In Pécs, thousands more took to
the streets in October, risking fines and prison.

As of October 2 — more than six months after the law’s adoption — the European Commission still claims to be
“studying” the law and has yet to launch an infringement procedure against it, despite repeated calls by 20 Member
States.

Each day of inaction leaves activists exposed to state repression and emboldens other governments to replicate
such bans across the EU, as shown by the recent Pride ban in Oradea (Romania).

Under Article 259 TFEU, Member States have the possibility to

act when the Commiission fails to enforce EU law. SREC LAI M
Many have pledged to defend the rights of LGBTIQ+ people *G'Tb"'d'd'e'n
through litigation. This is the moment to honour that pledge. cotours



https://www.auswaertiges-amt.de/en/newsroom/news/2459760-2459760
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-9-2019-003685_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-9-2019-003685_EN.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/doceo/document/E-9-2019-003685_EN.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-52727615
https://www.reclaiming.eu/_files/ugd/e038c6_1a4949adfea74d918908a40d257daf01.pdf?index=true
https://www.bbc.com/news/world-europe-55324417
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/jul/12/hungarian-bookstore-chain-wraps-books-lgbtq-characters-plastic
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/jul/21/hungarys-viktor-orban-will-hold-referendum-on-anti-lbgt-law
https://en.hatter.hu/publications/banning-the-rainbow-how-hungarian-authorities-banned-the-upcoming-pecs-pride-and-what
https://en.hatter.hu/publications/banning-the-rainbow-how-hungarian-authorities-banned-the-upcoming-pecs-pride-and-what
https://www.government.nl/documents/diplomatic-statements/2025/05/27/declaration-legislative-and-constitutional-amendments-hungary
https://www.government.nl/documents/diplomatic-statements/2025/05/27/declaration-legislative-and-constitutional-amendments-hungary
https://www.forbidden-colours.com/2025/07/23/second-pride-banned-in-eu-in-2025/

